PA House Passes Bill Reversing Sunday Hunting Ban
A bill reversing a 300-year-old law has advanced to the state Senate for consideration, seeking to end the prohibition on Sunday hunting.
House Bill 1431 has received approval from the state House of Representatives, voting 131-72. Indiana County representatives Jim Struzzi and Brian Smith voted against the bill. However, Democrat representative Mandy Steele of Allegheny received support from the House Game and Fisheries Committee on June 3rd and will now warrant consideration from the Senate. In March, similar Senate Bill 67 aimed for the Game Commission to include Sundays when determining annual hunting seasons, proposed by Republican Senator Dan Laughlin of Erie. 
Both House Bill 1431 and Senate Bill 67 have bipartisan support among politicians, the Pennsylvania Farm Bureau, and the Game Commission. Game Commission Executive Director Steve Smith added that “removing the prohibition on Sunday hunting holds the potential to add significantly more time to the hunting calendar and keep hunters hunting.” 
The ban on Sunday hunting is rooted in the commonwealth’s “Blue Laws”, which can be traced back to 1682.
